Gerunds and Infinitives: Part 1. 
1. A gerund is a noun made from a verb by adding “ing” to the gerund form of the verb 'read' is 'reading'. You can use a gerund as the subject, the complement or the object of a sentence.
Examples: 
· Reading helps you learn English. subject of sentence 
· Her favorite hobby is reading. complement of sentence 
· I enjoy reading. object of sentence
Gerunds can be made negative by adding “not” 

Examples: 
· He enjoys not working. 
· The best thing for your health is not smoking. 

2. Infinitives are the “to” form of the verb. The infinitive form of ‘learn’ is ‘to learn’. You can also use an infinitive as the subject, the complement, or the object of a sentence.
Examples: 
· To learn is important. subject of sentence 
· The most important thing is to learn. complement of sentence 
· He wants to learn. object of sentence
Infinitives can be made negative by adding “not”

Examples: 
· I decided not to go. 
· The most important thing is not to give up.
3. Both gerunds and infinitives can be used as the subject or the complement of a sentence. However, as subjects or complements, gerunds usually sound more like normal, spoken English, whereas infinitives sound more abstract. In the following sentences, gerunds sound more natural and would be more common in everyday English. Infinitives emphasize the possibility or potential for something and sound more philosophical. If this sounds confusing, just remember that 90% of the time, you will use a gerund as the subject or complement of a sentence.
Examples: 
· Learning is important. normal subject 
· To learn is important. abstract subject - less common 
· The most important thing is learning. normal complement 
· The most important thing is to learn. abstract complement - less common
4. As the object of a sentence, it is more difficult to choose between a gerund or an infinitive. In such situations, gerunds and infinitives are not normally interchangeable. Usually, the main verb in the sentence determines whether you use a gerund or an infinitive.
Examples: 
· He enjoys swimming. ‘Enjoy’ requires a gerund. 
· He wants to swim. ‘Want’ requires an infinitive.
5. Some verbs are followed by gerunds as objects.
Examples: 
· She suggested going to a movie. 
· Mary keeps talking about her problems.
6. Some verbs are followed by infinitives.
Examples: 
· She wants to go to a movie. 
· Mary needs to talk about her problems.
Gerunds and Infinitives Exercise 1
1. Dan enjoys…………..science fiction. (read)
2. Cheryl suggested……………..a movie after work. (see)
3. I miss………………in the travel industry. Maybe I can get my old job back. (work)
4. Where did you learn………..Spanish? Was it in Spain or in Latin America? (speak)
5. Do you mind me……….translate this letter? (help)
6. He asked…………..to the store manager. (talk)
7. You've never mentioned………………in Japan before. How long did you live there? (live)
8. If he …………….to work late, he's going to get fired! (come)
9. Debbie plans……………abroad next year. (study)
10. I agreed…………….Jack wash his car. (help)
Answers:1. reading 2. to see 3. working 4. to speak 5. helping 6. to talk 7. living 8. coming 9. to study 10. to help
