Modals: Grammar
Modals are usually formed by:

Modal + verb (without ‘to’)    except ‘ought to’

Present Simple Tense:

I can speak English.                                                  I must buy some bread for dinner.    
I can’t speak English.                                               I mustn’t buy bread…
Can you speak English?                                           Must I buy bread….?

Present Continuous Tense:
She must be trying really hard to finish on time.     He may be thinking about you.    

She mustn’t be trying….                                          He may not be thinking….      

Must she be trying…?                                              May he be thinking…?

Past Tense: ( Uses the Perfect form of the verb!)

He must have been angry after you said that.           I would have been sad.     

He mustn’t have been angry….                                I wouldn’t have been sad
Must be have been angry….?                                  Would you have been sad?

Need not:

Be careful of NEED in the negative. It can be used as a Modal & a normal verb.

Compare:

I needn’t go to the supermarket, we’re going to the restaurant.

With:

I don’t need to go the supermarket……

The meaning is the same but the grammar is different, be sure that you have the structure right and don’t mix the two. Use one or the other.

In the positive NEED can only be used as a normal verb. We CAN’T say:

I need go to the supermarket.  = I need to go to the supermarket.
Need you go to the supermarket? = Do you need to go to the supermarket?
