Subordinating Conjunctions

A Subordinating Conjunction comes at the beginning of a Subordinate (or Dependent) Clause and sets the relationship between the dependent clause and the rest of the sentence. It also turns the clause into something that depends on the rest of the sentence for its meaning.

· He took to the stage as if he had been preparing for this moment all his life. (He hadn’t been preparing all his life, but he was so natural that it seems as if he had)
· Because he loved acting, he refused to give up his dream of being in the movies. 

· Unless we act now, all is lost. 

Notice that some of the subordinating conjunctions in the table below — after, before, since — are also prepositions, but as subordinators they are being used to introduce a clause and to subordinate the following clause to the independent element in the sentence.

	Common Subordinating Conjunctions

	after
although
as
as if
as long as
as though
because
before
even if
even though
	if
if only
in order that
now that
once
rather than
since
so that
than
that
	though
till
unless
until
when
whenever
where
whereas
wherever
while


	The Case of Like and As

	Strictly speaking, the word like is a preposition, not a conjunction. It can, therefore, be used to introduce a prepositional phrase ("My brother is tall like my father"), but it should not be used to introduce a clause ("My brother can't play the piano like as he did before the accident" or "It looks like as if basketball is quickly overtaking baseball as America's national sport."). To introduce a clause, it's a good idea to use as, as though, or as if, instead.
· Like As I told you earlier, the lecture has been postponed.
· It looks like as if it's going to snow this afternoon.
· Johnson kept looking out the window like as though he had someone waiting for him.

In formal, academic text, it's a good idea to reserve the use of like for situations in which similarities are being pointed out:

· This community college is like a two-year liberal arts college.

However, when you are listing things that have similarities, such as is probably more suitable: 

· The college has several highly regarded neighbours, like such as the Mark Twain House, St. Francis Hospital, the Connecticut Historical Society, and the UConn Law School.


	Omitting That

	The word that is used as a conjunction to connect a subordinate clause to a preceding verb. In this construction that is sometimes called the "expletive that." Indeed, the word is often omitted to good effect, but the very fact of easy omission causes some editors to take out the red pen and strike out the conjunction that wherever it appears. In the following sentences, we can happily omit the that (or keep it, depending on how the sentence sounds to us):

· Isabel knew [that] she was about to be fired. 

· She definitely felt [that] her fellow employees hadn't supported her. 

· I hope [that] she doesn't blame me. 

Sometimes omitting the that creates a break in the flow of a sentence, a break that can be adequately bridged with the use of a comma:

· The problem is, that production in her department has dropped. 

· Remember, that we didn't have these problems before she started working here.

As a general rule, if the sentence feels just as good without the that, if no ambiguity results from its omission, if the sentence is more efficient or elegant without it, then we can safely omit the that. Theodore Bernstein lists three conditions in which we should maintain the conjunction that:

· When a time element intervenes between the verb and the clause: "The boss said yesterday that production in this department was down fifty percent." 

· When the verb of the clause is long delayed: "Our annual report revealed that some losses sustained by this department in the third quarter of last year were worse than previously thought." 
· When a second that can clear up who said or did what: "The CEO said that Isabel's department was slacking off and that production dropped precipitously in the fourth quarter." (Did the CEO say that production dropped or was the drop a result of what he said about Isabel's department? The second that makes the sentence clear.) 

Authority for this section: Dos, Don'ts & Maybes of English Usage by Theodore Bernstein. Gramercy Books: New York. 1999. p. 217. Examples our own. 


	Beginning a Sentence with Because

	Somehow, the notion that one should not begin a sentence with the subordinating conjunction because retains a mysterious grip on people's sense of writing proprieties. This might come about because a sentence that begins with because could well end up a fragment if one is not careful to follow up the "because clause" with an independent clause. 

· Because e-mail now plays such a huge role in our communications industry.

When the "because clause" is properly subordinated to another idea (regardless of the position of the clause in the sentence), there is absolutely nothing wrong with it:

· Because e-mail now plays such a huge role in our communications industry, the postal service would very much like to see it taxed in some manner.


 

Correlative Conjunctions

Some conjunctions combine with other words to form what are called correlative conjunctions. They always travel in pairs, joining various sentence elements that should be treated as grammatically equal. 

· She led the team not only in statistics but also by virtue of her enthusiasm. 

· Polonius said, "Neither a borrower nor a lender be." 

· Whether you win this race or lose it doesn't matter as long as you do your best. 

Correlative conjunctions sometimes create problems in parallel form. Here is a brief list of common correlative conjunctions.

	both . . . and
not only . . . but also
not . . . but
either . . . or 
	neither . . . nor
whether . . . or
as . . . as 


Conjunctive Adverbs

The conjunctive adverbs such as however, moreover, nevertheless, consequently, as a result are used to create complex relationships between ideas. 
Exercises
1. Fill the gaps with one of these words in each sentence.

Otherwise,   unless,   in addition,  likewise,  unlike,  in fact,   moreover,   although,   hence,   whereas,   furthermore,   despite,   consequently,   therefore,   instead,   nonetheless,   however
1. She got the job _______________ the fact that she had very little experience.


2. My sister's hand-writing is always so neat, _______________ mine is a total mess.

3. I lost the game, but I told myself that I had improved a lot _______________.

4. You'd better wear a helmet when you go roller-blading. ____________, you could hurt yourself.


5. Reading is an excellent way to increase your vocabulary. __________, it can also help you improve your grammar.


6. The student's essay was badly written. _______________, it was too short.


7. Wine will spoil if exposed to light; _________, wine bottles are usually green or yellow.


8. Alcohol can delay your reaction times; ________, you should never drink and drive.

9. _______________ we have talked about the dangers of smoking to the students before, I think the information bears being repeated. 


10. Our prime minister is an incompetent leader. ____________, his government is financially irresponsible.

11. In March of 1999, more than 130 nations signed a United Nations Treaty banning land mines; ____________, the United States, Russia and China did not sign. 

12. He was an absolute failure in medical school, so he decided to try law _________.
13. Margaret Mead once observed, "Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world. ________, it's the only thing that ever has."

14. You are not eligible for a subsidized bus pass _______ you are a full-time student.
15. Studies show that if you are right-handed; your right fingernails will grow faster; __________ the fingernails on the left hand of a left-handed person.
16. Recent polls show that most Canadians oppose censorship of the Internet. __________ the government is happy to ignore the issue of pornographic websites.
17. __________ in Montreal or Toronto, where winters are generally very cold, Vancouver's winters are actually quite mild.
2. Choose the correct word for each sentence - each is only used once.
moreover,        on the other hand,          at least,          however,         besides,          firstly,          whereas,            then,           actually,            though
1. I had a terrible day at work and lost my umbrella too. __________ I spoke to that nice guy who works in the coffee shop at last!

2. Television turns people into lazy couch potatoes. __________ , there are some educational programmes on.

3. __________, I would like to welcome you all to the conference today.

4. ___________ the film was a little boring, we still had a nice evening out.

5. I've always known Caroline as a mean person. ____________, she lent me $10 yesterday without me having to ask twice!

6. I got up at 9 o'clock yesterday and had a cold shower. ___________, I had breakfast and left for work.

7. My brother works in a large office ____________ I work on my own at home.

8. Why do you think I don't want to go out tonight. _____________, I would be delighted to get out of the house.

9. You should go to university as it gives you a chance to meet so many new people. _________, it gives you the chance to get important qualifications and get a better job.

10. I don't want to go to the football game. Football bores me and I don't want to pay $40 for a ticket. ___________, look at the weather! All that rain!

